
Board of Commissioners 
Official Minutes 

Emergency Services Center 
1202 Remington Avenue 
May 28, 2013 6:00 p.m. 

 
The Thomas County Board of Commissioners met on the above date in regular session at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Emergency Services Center, with the following board members present: 
 

J. Elaine Mays, Chairman, Dist. 8  (absent) Moses L. Gross, Vice-Chairman, Dist. 2 
Merrill E. Baker, Jr., Dist. 1   Kenneth E. Hickey, Dist. 3  
Mark NeSmith, Dist. 4    Hershel P. Ansley, Dist. 5 
Wiley E. Grady, Dist. 6     Phillip V. Brown, Dist. 7 
        

Staff present was Michael J. Stephenson, County Manager, Bruce Warren, County Attorney, Twink 
Monahan, County Clerk, and Toyna Allen-Brooks, Secretary. Chris Hurst, WPAX Radio, was also present.  
 

Vice-Chairman Gross recognized Commissioner Grady who made a motion to approve the minutes of 
the May 14, 2013 board meeting as corrected.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brown. 
Motion carried unanimously; Vice-Chairman Gross and Commissioners Baker, Hickey, NeSmith, Ansley, 
Grady and Brown voting aye.  
 
Vice-Chairman Gross recognized four (4) participants of the Thomasville/Thomas County 2013 
Leadership Program:  John Fischer, Senior Vice-President of Operations, Archbold Medical Center; 
Melinda Bryant, Thomas County Federal; Brittany Glass, Thomas County Federal and Stephen Gainous, 
State Farm insurance Company. 
 
Vice-Chairman Gross recognized Commissioner NeSmith who made a motion to ratify the diesel 
purchase 5/23/13, Petroleum Products, $2.9717 per gallon.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Ansley. Motion carried unanimously; Vice-Chairman Gross and Commissioners Baker, Hickey, NeSmith, 
Ansley, Grady and Brown voting aye.  
 
Vice-Chairman Gross recognized Commissioner NeSmith who made a motion to the following resolution 
to clarify conflict between county provisions and state law.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Grady. Motion carried unanimously; Vice-Chairman Gross and Commissioners Baker, Hickey, NeSmith, 
Ansley, Grady and Brown voting aye.  
 

RESOLUTION THOMAS COUNTY ORDINANCE 
 

Be it resolved by the Board of Commissioners of Thomas County that the Thomas County Code is 
hereby amended as follows: 
 
 Section Sec. 1-13. Conflict between county provisions and state law. 
 
 In event of direct or irreconcilable conflict between the county Code or non-codified county 
ordinances with state law, state law shall take precedence over this Code or the county ordinances at 
issue. 

 
Adopted and Effective this the 28th day of May, 2013. 
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Vice-Chairman Gross reviewed an expense statement received from Dancing Cloud Farm Horse Rescue, 
Inc.  The expenses arose from a court case involving animal abuse.  The board agreed to have the county 
attorney review the history and give an opinion.  No action was taken. 
 
Commissioner Grady announced the date for the Open House of the Historic Courthouse as Sunday, 
June 23, 2013.  He also stated that county offices will be moving in the following weeks.  Alicia Hester, 
Tax Commissioner, stated that her office will have to close the day that they set to move and it will be 
advertised to give the public notice.  Commissioner Grady also said that the board of have their July 9 
board meeting in the historic courthouse.   
 
During open session Vice-Chairman Gross recognized Al Bryan and Buster Lanter.  Al Bryan asked 
questions about the Dangerous Dog ordinance and Economic Development.  Buster Lanter asked about 
radio purchases at the Sheriff’s Office in 2011. 
 
Michael Stephenson reviewed the tentative agenda for the 6/17/2013 planning meeting. 
 
Vice-Chairman Gross recognized Commissioner NeSmith who made a motion to approve the Purchasing 
Committee’s recommendation to purchase SCBAs from Avon Protection using the funds from the AFFG 
grant, $495,360.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker. Motion carried unanimously; Vice-
Chairman Gross and Commissioners Baker, Hickey, NeSmith, Ansley, Grady and Brown voting aye.  
 
Chris Jones explained that the 10% match is being met with the SCBAs to be delivered on the new fire 
trucks.  There will be no addition funds needed.   
 
Vice-Chairman Gross recognized Commissioner NeSmith who made a motion to rescind the motion to 
purchase two (2) trucks from Allen Vigil and a Tahoe from Hardy Chevrolet and rebid.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Grady. Motion carried unanimously; Vice-Chairman Gross and 
Commissioners Baker, Hickey, NeSmith, Ansley, Grady and Brown voting aye.  
 
Road Committee set for June 20 to update the paving list. 
 
Commissioner Hickey asked Bruce Warren, County Attorney, and Johnny Reichert, Planning and Zoning 
Director, to discussed regulations regarding Internet Cafes. 
 
The Public Property Committee scheduled an inspection of the Historic Courthouse at 8:30 a.m., 
June 18, 2013. 
 
Vice-Chairman Gross asked the board to carefully consider local preference purchasing guidelines. 
 
Vice-Chairman Gross recognized Hickey who made a motion to adjourn and Commissioner Brown 
making the second.  Motion carried unanimously; Vice-Chairman Gross and Commissioners Baker, 
Hickey, NeSmith, Ansley, Grady and Brown voting aye.  
 
 
        Signed: 
        J. Elaine Mays, Chairman 
ATTEST: 
M. Twink Monahan, County Clerk 
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